Return to Wholeness?
David J. Stratton

O6/28/2015
II Samuel 1: 1, 17-27
Psalm 130
II Corinthians 8: 7- 15
Mark 5: 21- 43

Introduction: 
Psalm 130 is one of two psalms read at funerals, along with psalm 23.  It is a call to God out of deep sorrow and loss. How fitting to have this psalm as we mourn the loss of our brothers and sisters in Charleston. 

This week is the Supreme Court ruling about marriage equality. For those who have been denied this right over the years, the psalm fits as well. “Out of the depths I have called to you; hear my cry, Lord.” For those who are the victims of this injustice over the years and their friends and loved ones, their prayers have been answered.

Our gospel lesson is about two stories of healing by Jesus.

In my reading this week, there is a reference to these two women as power thieves.  I do not accept this idea at all. If there is anything clear in this reading it is that Jesus’ healing and grace is endless. God’s grace, love, and healing is limitless.

He wants to know who touched him, not to scold, but to set the woman free both from her 12 years of sickness and her false guilt in sneaking up and touching his robe.

With the leader of the synagogue, this had to take a lot of guts to do what he did.  For the love of his daughter, he risked being kicked out of the priesthood by those who thought Jesus was a fake. He was desperate and for him time was of the essence. If they did not get there soon, it would be too late. But, we know in the story it was too late. She had died before he got there.

This story should remind us of another story of Lazarus. Jesus intentionally waits three days before going to see his friends, and then raises him from the dead as well.

But, Jesus continues on saying she is merely asleep.  From my point of view Jesus seems to see all people who have died as merely asleep. But from our point of view it is still death and absence from our loved ones.

There is a double loss for this girl, her father and his family if the girl dies.

When a child in Jewish family reaches 12 they are welcomed into the community as a full blown adult. This would be the greatest thing that can happen to this girl next to marriage. It seems to me in this story she has not had this adult blessing yet.

Now, there is another point to this story we have not touched.

It is the Jewish traditions of cleanliness.  Both these women are considered unclean by Jewish law.

The woman who touched Jesus was unclean because of her illness. Anything about blood in Jewish law makes one unclean.

She does not contaminate Jesus. Jesus cleanses her and restores her to full community as a whole person again.

The child is dead or even on the verge of death still makes her unclean. Everything about the story discribes uncleanliness.  Then the reference to her being a sleep makes her clean and restores her again to her family and to the community at large.

Nothing has been said about a cleansing of the church in Charleston, but a bishop of the church would have come and had a cleansing ceremony of some kind for the church to be restored from its unclean state as a murder scene.

Last, and not least, the vote of the Supreme Court to officially recognize marriage for the gay community is a kind of restoring and cleansing of those left out, rejected and some would say unclean.

Conclusion:

Who of us have not cried out to God?  “From the depths of my despair I call to you Lord, hear my cry, O Lord.”

Today we have two things to do in the coming days.  First, we need to mourn with those who mourn, and cry with those in the tragic loss of people in our Christian family in Charleston.

Secondly, we are called to celebrate with the gay community for being lifted to official legitimacy as equal under the law at last.

What was once considered rejects and unclean is now declared clean and whole. Is this easy to do and I say not at all?

It is difficult to mourn with those who mourn even within our own church, where folks are not our close friends.  How much more is it to mourn for those who live hundreds of miles away from us.
And how is it that we are to celebrate with the gay community, when many of us have no known gay relatives or acquaintances? Or have an unfounded fear that somehow this new ruling will destroy our community?  All of these stories stretch us to grow beyond our small little world of known experience. Now, God has called us to love one another, which stretches us even more when we also are called to pray and love the man, who killed all those church members.
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