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Introduction: 
Much of the ideas for this message come from Leonard Sweet in his magazine called Homoletics.

I am not a science fiction buff. But Leonard tells me there is a sitcom called “Third Rock from the Sun”. It is in reference to the earth being the third planet from the sun. 

The writer of this article says it is not saying there is anything religious in this sci-fi story.  “But, I am struck that while Jesus  visited this third rock from the sun, and took on human form and nature, it was Mary and others who, on that great resurrection morning, encountered the first rock from the Son. And the rock was not where it was suppose to be!

They came to the garden tomb expecting to be one rock from the Son. They expected to find the stone in place.”

For many of us even to this day this stone and many more are found to be in our way to understanding and believing that Christ is truly risen.

What were the stones in the way of those early followers of Jesus we can only guess. But, I wonder what stones are still in the way of our own belief?

Leonard Sweet suggests: 

“Could it be the rock of unbelief

· the rock of misplaced enthusiasm
· the rock of worldly possessions
· the rock of little faith
· the rock of clouded understanding
· the rock of confusion
· the rock of disappointment
To their amazement the stone is rolled away and was in the position just as it had been before Jesus’ burial.”

As a child I always thought the stone was rolled away so Jesus could be let out of the tomb. But, we need to remember this was not needed for him, but for us. He came to the disciples through locked doors. We are the ones who need access to the risen Christ.

“That first rock from the Son was a visible reminder of the resurrection of God (Sweet).”

But, can it be that we are still one rock from the Son? Who of us have not over the years removed rocks of different kinds that block our relationship with Christ?

Sweet gives us yet another list of rocks to examine as ways we are blocked from the Joy of the Resurrection.

Do you still have arrogance


-indifference


-limiting habits


- guilt


-compulsive behavior


-insecurity


-misunderstanding


-an unforgiving spirit.

You may not like Rock music, but Sweet reminds us we all have had our share of rock and rolling through out our lives.

So, if you are one who still feels you are not as close to Christ as you desire, you are not alone.

The apostle Paul felt the same way. “Not that I… have already  reached the goal” he says in his letter to Philippians. But his goal was “Christ and the power of his resurrection.”

On this Easter morning is time take a hard look at what rocks, if any, are keeping you from knowing and loving the Son more dearly? God has already entered through the locked doors of our hearts. Ask him to roll away any rocks that keep you from being his follower.
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