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Introduction:
Have you ever made a mistake?
As you know I seldom have that problem, but today is a real duzzie!

Early on, I read both sets of scripture for the week, which is not normal. One is Epiphany of the Lord, and the other is the Baptism of the Lord. Then I picked the hymns for the week, that you can see are about the Baptism of the Lord.
There is just one problem with all this. All week long I have been thinking of Epiphany.

So, what is Epiphany?  January 6 is observed as a church festival in  commemoration of the coming of the Magi as the first manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.

Leonard Sweet is one of the main resources I read each week in preparation for my sermons. This week he begins with the following thoughts.

“Look at the vein in the back of your hand. What makes it red?
Hemoglobin. What makes hemoglobin? Iron. Where do we get iron?

Only from the stars. And if a mineral is heavier than iron, it’s been made in a supernova. In other words, we do not have an atom in our bodies that isn’t the product of some dead star.

God made us from the “dust of the ground,” Genesis declares (2:7), but it must have been stardust, the swirling stuff of exploding gas and dust  that is flung into interstellar space as a dying star’s core collapses.”

We have people in our world who think they are very important, and they say and do things, which certainly affect things for good and bad in our world.
But, think about this for a moment. Our sun is very large at least to us, as it is the only one we can see. Yet, astronomers have found a sun, which is 2,600 times the size of our sun.

Furthermore in my studies this week, I have found that there are more sun/stars in our universe than there are grains of sand on our entire earth. Then, of course, we add planets and around them, and moons around those planets.

Now, if we turn to John 1:1ff in our bibles we find these words.

“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and Word was God. The Word was with God in the beginning. Everything came into being through the Word, and without the Word nothing came into being.”

Now, we need to remember that “Word” is another name for Jesus.

For all those people who are so full of themselves, how does that compare with Jesus, who created the entire universe and life itself?

Imagine what it would be like for those wisemen from the East following the star, if they knew what we do today?

Conclusion:

But, remember with me this day, that the story of the Wisemen is the story of non-Jews receiving the good news of Christ to the entire known world for the very first time.
So, what is Epiphany?  January 6 is observed as a church festival in  commemoration of the coming of the Magi as the first manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.

This is our good news story of the day. Christ has created everything, and nothing on this earth or beyond is out of Christ’s control. Remember, he said, “Fear not for I am with you to the end of the world?”
Now, we know why he told his disciples that other things he knows, but they were not ready to understand them.
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