 What are your list of Storms of Life?

O6/21/ 2015  

I Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32- 49

Psalm 9:9-20

II Corinthians 6: 1-13 

Mark 4: 35-41

The story of Jesus calming the storm on the sea may not be one of your experiences. 

Those times of facing deaths, and even births that do not turn out as hoped or planned, and what of marriages and divorces within your families and loved ones? What of those times of moving, or family coming and going as we think of those going off to schools and military services. These bring fears and unknown questions, issues and problems. There are those who have had robberies, fires, wind and floods. These are all with fears within us.  Some other storms we have had or are having involve health issues.  

This past week we hear of the tragedy in Charleston. This generates still more fear as we never know when such a horrible event could happen where we live and for those we know and love.

Now, with all the storms of life you have lived and experienced, have you also found this other fear?  The fear of Jesus was with you after those storms?

Still, there is one more thought we need to keep in mind. There is no one who does not have some or many storms going through their lives, just like you do. May this information call us to be more compassionate to everyone around us.

It is coming clearer that the man that killed those people in Charleston had storms and demons as well. Drugs, and prejudice and fears certainly seem to hold him captive to do such evil deeds.
So, our list can include not just one of these storms, but a combination of even unrelated problems. 

Conclusion:

First, the disciples, some who were professional fishermen, were all afraid. They knew the water. They knew the wind, the waves and the signs of storms.  But, when the storm was calmed by Jesus, they have a new fear. They were afraid of Jesus. Who is this man that can have this power?

But for us, we are called to remember these words: “Let not your heart be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.”

I do not have to tell you, that not all the storms we have faced in life or will face in the future, will turn out all peaches and cream. But, what is constant is the ever presence of our loving God.
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