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Isaiah 9: 1-4
Psalm 27: 1, 4-9
I Corinthians 1: 10-18
Matthew 4: 12-23
Introduction: 
Our scriptures are on a three year cycle. I talked about Zebulun and Naphtali at that time. This was a place of “no where vil.”  
Isaiah prophesies that the day will come, when good news will be brought here.  Now, It was the dregs of Israel or the place you did not want to live if you had a choice.

Jesus waited to begin his ministry until he knew more about John the Baptist and his imprisonment. When John was beheaded it was like a signal that now was when Jesus would begin his ministry.

Where would you go if you were to start preaching? Jesus started at the bottom. He started where Isaiah said good news would come, Zebulun and Naphtli. Not only did he start there, it was to those people he shared the good news. He was the light that was to guide their hope in the years to come. 

4:17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.
I cannot speak for you, but if I am in a pit of despair, I do not think I want to hear about repentance. Doesn’t that sound like it is your fault that for the condition you are in and the place you live?

Yet, that is still the message for all the world. We have failed. We have missed the mark. We have gone our own separate ways, and now it is time to try something you have never tried seriously. It is time to follow Jesus’ call of following his way.

 Jesus starts by looking for followers. It is in this God forsaken place, where he calls at least 4 of his disciples according to Matthew. 

Now, we know the rest of the story, how Jesus was finally arrested, abused, lied about, hung on a cross, died and was raised on the third day.

As time went on and the good news was spread, Paul finds some in- fighting in one of his churches. There were factions forming in this church and they were wasting their time on what was not important. 
Paul lays it on the line to all of them.

1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
1:18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
Now, the message is much clearer. Repentance is still preached, but the reason is the cross. Jesus died for the sins of the world. It is foolishness to the non believer, “but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”

Conclusion

At this time we are living in situation of peace and relative calm in this congregation. But, there are plenty around us who do not know or understand the good news. God is not important to them. Church is not necessary to them as each does their own thing. God is not God to them for their praise of good news, and no help when they are going through dark days. 
As God started with those first 4 disciples, it is still our turn to share what we know in following Jesus Christ.

It may seem like a little thing to do, but inviting others to come and join you in church might be life saving for some one.

Could repentance for you be a simple invite to others? What else might we do as God is always calling each of us to be more faithful?
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