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Introduction: 

During our lectionary study this past week, we talked about the fact that many people today would know nothing about sheep and sheep herding. 

With cattle you get behind them and prod them on in the direction you want them to go. With sheep they must be around the shepherd a lot to recognize the sound of the shepherd’s voice.

My understanding of this in biblical times was several flocks of sheep may be kept together in the same lot. When the shepherds came to get their sheep, they would call them, and only those that were familiar with the shepherd would follow that voice and call.
It should surprise no one that the followers of Jesus in this day and age do the same thing. 
Here is how that works.

Who do you trust more your local pastor or the radio/tv tele-evangelist? Who do you trust more your local pastor or your friends and family members who go to another church? Who do you trust more your local pastor or the friends and those you spend time with at a local bar or tavern?

This can sound like I am a paranoid old over the hill preacher, who is no longer at his peak form. 
If you would go and interview any other pastor, I assure you they can tell you stories of people who do not trust them as their basic trust in understanding and roll- modeling as their religious leader.

The pastor/shepherd is being ignored.

This is what Jesus was talking about here.

This is another way of saying, Who gets to tell you who you are?

This is also more apparent as our churches of all sizes are growing smaller. There is a huge increase in what is called the “nones” when there is a religious pole taken both in this country and around the world. “Nones” are people who claim no religious affiliation of any kind. 
Yesterday’s paper said 25 % of our country is now claiming to be atheist.

The Shepherd that is trusted keeps us from lots of pain. But, that is the point of the story.

In Desperatepreacher.com this week a writer shares the following:

	RA in KY
May 3, 2017
	Setting this reading where the lectionary does -in
the Easter season - effects how I read it. While
Easter certainly does bring the joy and promise of
resurrection, it also shows a community in pain,
traumatized by the violence of Rome,
struggling to stay together. 

My husband works with veterans with PTSD. I asked
him to imagine what the disciples would be like in
the days and weeks after the crucifixion. He
started with what I would have imagined - they
would have been filled with anger and fear even
before the sorrow hit, etc. But there were 2
pieces I did not expect him to describe. 1. They
would have become very protective of Jesus'
family, guarding James and keeping Mary hidden. 
2. They would have wanted to be together
"with their brothers in arms" so to
speak. But the identity of the community and
their togetherness would start to shift. They
would start to bond over the shared violent
experience, not over the mission Jesus gave them
or even their mutual love for Jesus. They would
come to be bound to each other because they
survived violence together, not because God loves
them. This is what Jesus is going about
"fixing" during this Easter season. 
This is what the appearances seek to dismantle. 
So that when the Holy Spirit comes they can again
see their identity through God and not through the
Roman violence.

In that context, reading this weeks' Gospel sounds
so very comforting. "There are forces
(government, psyche) that will try to rob you of
love. But don't listen to them. I am the gate. 
You know me. I am love. Nothing can kill or
destroy my love. You know me. Follow my
voice."



This long quote may sound like a tangent. It is not. 

The veterans with PTSD are the sheep who are feeling the same thing the disciples felt.

But, it takes the Holy Spirit to see their mission through God.

There is no question that many sheep have been stolen already and that is another story. 

Conclusion:

Today, we are reminded to listen to the voice and message of Jesus Christ. He is the one that is faithful even as we “walk through the valley of the shadow of death.”  Remember, said Jesus, 
“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
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