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Introduction: 
The Gospel lesson today is a parable about sowing seeds apparently, but, as all parables have a twist in them or as I have often said, “They have a hook in them.”
In today’s lesson we do not find the hook until verse 13: 18

13:19 “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; ….”
What I have found here is a genealogy question. What was sown and what was lost?

Remember a few weeks ago when I had a wedding, and I told you my message to the couple was about Baptism?

I said to the couple and to you on that Sunday, “Remember your Baptism and be Thankful.”

From baptism as infants through each step of our growing, maturing, education, marriage and career, we need to remember that God is with us and has not failed us through our baptism.

That baptism is the seed that is planted in us and what do we do with it throughout our lives?

Furthermore, as parents, God-parents, and congregation, we have seed in us planted at other’s baptism to pray for, to nurture, to encourage, to offer whatever support is needed or wanted for the rest of our congregation and beyond to the Christian community worldwide.

Now, when we go back to this parable, when we have failed to carry out our pledge to “Remember our Baptism and be Thankful,” we find where the rocking ground, the thorns, the path, which have no soil, which stops the growth of our own lives.
13:20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 

13:21 yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 

We see this when we are so excited about a new baby or new marriage, and we make all kinds of promises about caring for them, but within weeks and months there is no memory of such a pledge.

13:22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.
We see this when the cares of the world, the stresses of life, the interruptions of one crisis or another choke out our memory.

This does not mean we do not care. We have just lost sight of our more important purpose for living for others.

13:23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."
Conclusion:

This is the person, who wakes each morning remembering their Baptism and are Thankful. This is the person, who daily prays “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

This is the person, who prays for the church family and their special needs. This is the person who hears of a need or crisis and seeks ways to show care and support in some manner.

13:18 "Hear then the parable of the sower. 

13:19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom… 

And remembers “what is sown in the heart,” that person gets it.
Thanks be to God for this good news!
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