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Introduction: 
I have a hunch that many of you do not identify yourself as one of the in crowd growing up. 

When I returned to my home town for a class reunion years ago, I was surprised to find many of the so called popular and well liked class mates did not see themselves as part of the in crowd, though they were.

When we read the scriptures and especially the New Testament, we find story after story are reports of those who were not part of the establishment, the rich and famous. These were the lessor known; the minority report news.

The Apostle Paul  now is famous as the leader of the early church. He was the minority report within the minority of the early church.
He cared about gentiles, or what we call non-Jews, when no disciple saw it as either good or necessary to do what he was doing.

In our scriptures of this morning, we find Paul writing to the Roman church. He is not calling them to be martyrs. He is calling for a pledge of alliegance to little known God, who would make their lives stand out like a sore thumb among the Romans, who worshiped their leader.

12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God--what is good and acceptable and perfect.
He encouraged them to use their own minds to focus on what is good, acceptable and perfect, whether anyone else was doing it or not.

He shares with them and us, how God’s grace has given him so much. He passes it on with the thoughts: 
12:3 “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.”
We all have gifts from God, like Paul, but they are different and that is good.
He reminds us that we are not bringing our goodness to God. It is God, who is bringing his goodness to us, and through us to others.

The Message tells us this story in a refreshing way.

Read Romans 12: 1-8

Conclusion:

Such a way to live truly and honestly makes us odd! It is OK!

Yes, it will make us feel left out and lonely at times, but smile, says Eugene Peterson, who wrote the Message. We are in good company!
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