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Esther 7: 1-6, 9-10, 9: 2022
Psalm 124
James 5: 13-20
Mark 9: 38-50
Introduction: 
Have any of you heard that the Pope is in the United States?

“Our Gospel lesson of the day speaks to this occasion.
 9:39 But Jesus said, "Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.

9:40 Whoever is not against us is for us.”

When I was growing up as a child all my neighbors were Roman Catholics. I played with them every day. They went to Mass faithfully every single week. They were hellions most all other times in their daily lives. I was taught that they were going to hell because they were Catholics. They were taught that I was going to hell because I was not.
You have heard me use the expression :”Conventional wisdom” many times. This means “that which is commonly believed by most people most of the time.”

Back in the 1940s and 1950s the conventional wisdom was where my parents were wrong. My neighbor’s parents were wrong, too.

They did not understand “Whoever is not against us is for us”

We certainly could make a list of things not pleasing to us about the Catholic church. We could also do that about all the other Christian denominations and sub groups who lean toward looking or sounding Christian. 

You have chosen this congregation, because of your likes and dislikes right here in our own community.

But, starting with the cup of water give in Jesus’ name, and the rest of this scripture, we find the key to life and wholeness from Jesus’ perspective to be relationships.
As wonderful are the words of the Pope are, the real heart of the significance of this man is his relationships. He puts action with his words. He breaks traditions and proper procedures to relate to people of all classes. He stands up the high mucky mucks to go and eat with the homeless and less fortunate of the city.

The Pope understands Jesus and his teaching very clearly. 

The bottom line is always love, respect, equality, human dignity and human worth. 

Conclusion
Sometimes we have to look at what we consider differences. Whether it is politics, race, religion or even team loyalty conventional wisdom is always short sighted.
It seems to me that we are can all appreciate Pope Francis in giving us a fresh human look at how to love one another just the way Jesus did it.
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