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I Samuel 8: 4- 15
Psalm 138
II Corinthians 4: 13- 5: 1 

Mark 3: 20-35

Introduction: 
There is an interesting discussion this week on the scriptures that deal with the unforgivable sin. One idea is that if Holy Spirit is set aside or ignored, we have gotten rid of the chance to get forgiveness. The other idea is that the unforgiveable sin is denying  the presence of the Spirit in someone else’s life, and with it comes the denying of the Spirit in all of life.
So, are any of us in trouble with temptation to ignore the Holy Spirit working in and through our own life? Or, are we blocking, ignoring, or denying it is at work all around us in life’s events?

In our story of Samuel this morning, the subject seems to be about the people wanting a new king, because all the other nations have one. But, had they been looking, listening and responding to the Spirit of God, they would have seen that they did not need one.

The Psalmist has it right. 138:1” I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise;….”
Giving thanks with our “whole Heart” covers the territory. 

Factually, we have always had gods all over the place, and to praise God with a whole heart puts those lesser gods in their rightful place.
Now, we could have a great discussion on the subject of Monotheism. Monotheism is the belief in one God, and we know who that God is.  However, it does not take a scientist or a creationist or even a politician to see our world is full of what is called ultimate concerns. These concerns can be anything: love of money, or power, or sports, cars, motorcycles, airplanes, music, gambling and anything else can be our toys and be far too important than caring about the one true God.

Now, notice none of the things I have listed have to be wrong, but may be misused in such a way, that God is put on a shelf.
The gospel lesson is fascinating today, because it is the only place in the bible I know, where Jesus intentionally invites the scribes to hear what he has to say.

He refutes and rebutels  all their criticisms of who he is and what he teaches.

How can Satan cast out Satan?

Jesus goes on to say:
3:28 'Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 3:29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin'-- 3:30 for they had said, 'He has an unclean spirit.'
Eugene Peterson puts it differently in his paraphrase called “The Message.”
“Listen to this carefully. I’m warning you. There’s nothing done or said that can’t be forgiven. But if you persist in your slanders against God’s Holy Spirit, you are repudiating the very One who forgives, sawing of the branch on which you’re sitting, severing by your perversity all the connection with the One who forgives.” He gave this warning because they were accusing him of being in league with Evil.

Conclusion:

It does not seem that we are like the Scribes, that were attacking Jesus, but could we be doing it in a more subtle manner? Let’s review what was asked at the beginning .
One idea is that if Holy Spirit is set aside or ignored, we have gotten rid of the chance to get forgiveness. The other idea is that the unforgiveable sin is denying the presence of the Spirit in someone else’s life, and with it comes the denying of the Spirit in all of life.

So, are any of us in trouble with temptation to ignore the Holy Spirit working in and through our own life? Or, are we blocking, ignoring, or denying it is at work all around us in life’s events?
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