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Leviticus 19: 1-2, 9-18
Psalm 119: 33-40
I Corinthians 3: 1o- 11, 16-23
Matthew 5: 38- 48
Introduction: 
Over the years of my ministry I have heard people complain about the “thou shalt nots” of the bible. Digging a little deeper it seems that what they were saying was they objected to the ministers who preached on the “thou shalt nots” to what they percieved as a neglect of the “thou shalts.”

 Moses has led Israel through the wilderness for forty years. This is God’s message to Israel before they cross over into the “Promised Land.”  Eight times there is a “thou shalt not” in this message from God. Then go back and look again. Four times there is a “thou shalt” listed.
For upcoming Lenten Season, I suggest we read this Leviticus passage every day. For those of you who can do it, stay focused on the  “thou shalts” only over this period of time. For the rest of us, and I know this is where I belong, there will be something that trips me up on the “thou shalt nots” which are there.

I thought it wise of me to assume I did not know what the definition of ‘slander” was. The dictionary said: “slander stresses the suffering of the victim.” Furthermore, it stressed: “to make a false spoken statement that causes people to have a bad opinion of someone,” Or, “the utterance of false charges or misrepresentations which defame and damage another's reputation.”

Then I found a long list of explanations and words, that all needed to be defined, so this is enough for now.

The high point of this message really is this: “You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” Then, should you forget all that was in between, you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.
In our gospel lesson of the day, we find Matthew quoting Jesus. Could he be referring to Moses’ words in Leviticus?
5:43 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'
5:44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, ….”

Last week I made reference to being perfect. 

At lectionary study this week, I was reminded, that John Wesley said, we should all be going on to perfection. I was reminded that this has a not so strange qualifier. He said, “ we should go on to perfection in love.”

Today, Jesus says, 5:48”Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
What is God perfect at doing? It is loving!

We cannot always make the perfect sermon, the perfect pie, the perfect piece of furniture etc, nor are we called to do that.

Conclusion:

We are called to love- everyone, as God does, as Jesus does, with no exceptions. This cancels out the “thou shalt nots”, if we really can be that focused. But, notice what John Wesley really said, “We are going on to perfection.” 

So, our goal this week is to go on to perfection internally and externally. Love yourself, your neighbors and your enemies.
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