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Song of Solomon 2: 8-13
Psalm 45: 1-2, 6-9
James 1: 17-27
Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Introduction: 
Who of us have not experienced seeing someone doing what in our own understanding is either questionable or not acceptable in good Christian behavior?

Most all of us have learned something about right and wrong and even if we do not always do what we were taught, it sorta hangs in the back of our minds as “should” or a “must” or an “aught of some kind.”
In our gospel lesson of the day, Jesus is challenging, what they have always known. This is the way you do things. This is our Tradition. This is a “NO NO”!

I know you get tired of hearing me say this, but even I keep forgetting it.  

Who gets to tell you who you are?

Those Jews of Jesus’ day had the Traditions of their day, so hammered into their heads, that Jesus’ teaching is so radical, so scandalous, that they had a very hard time both understanding and accepting his teachings.

They were letting the wrong people tell them who they were.

They were stewing in their juices over ceremonial cleansing rites. 

Are you aware that a good Jewish home has two sets of dishes? My understanding is that one is for only certain kinds of foods and the other is used for another set of foods.  I do not recall what they are?

Jesus is saying we should forget all that stuff.  Relationships with people are more important than ceremony or rituals.
Then he attacks them on their hypocrisy. 

In the verses that were left out of this morning’s readings Jesus talks about the commandment Honor your father and your mother.

What was happening was cheating under the mask of being religious. In that day if you said your money is an offering to the Lord, then you did not have to support your parents in their old age.

Of course, it is still happening today, with a different twist. Now, people put money into trust funds and other tax breaks, so they do not have to help their elderly.  Now, I know none of you would do such a thing, but it is done by some.

Jesus wants good healthy relationships, anything less is a scam and in religious language hypocritical.

What we eat, or drink is not evil except in excess and gluttony.

What comes out of our mouths is making or breaking relationships with both others and God.

In verse 21 and following we find a list of things Jesus does not like. 

7:21 For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder,

7:22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly.

All of these are relationships, which when practiced are broken relationships with others.
Now, we have the current headlines this week in the Ashley Madison Hack. The speculation is that 400 church leaders will resign this week as they were found to be on the list exposing them of wanting affairs with others.
Conclusion:

Now, what is wonderful about this sermon is that none of us have any of these problems listed. What is bad is that we all are guilty of broken relationships with someone.

Let us not be quick to damn these folks. They simply sin differently than we do.

May God forgive us all, and fill us with love, and compassion.
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