Voices!
Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11

Psalm 126

I Thessalonians  5: 16- 24

John 1: 6- 8, 19- 28
Introduction:

Everywhere we go there are voices unless we live alone. But, even there we have many voices on the TV or radio. I went to our Oak Wood mall and it was full of voices. Jennie and I are invited each year to go the Memorial high school and talk about our remembrances of the 1950s. We found the halls of the school are full of voices. 
Now, comes Advent and we are asked to listen to the voice of one calling in the wilderness. Not only is this odd for us, but it is a Jewish voice, a language we do not know except by translation, it is one of millions calling out to us about something.

This voice was so unusual in Jesus’ day that the religious authorities sent out some inspectors to find out if he was real or a phony. And now to this very day we have the same question to ask of  this strange man called John, the Baptist. We have found his credentials to be either believable or at least questionable to keep seeking more answers.
You and I would not be here this morning, if someone had not had the voice to tell us about this and other stories about one coming as the Savior of the world. 
Those religious detectives, of John’s day, are typical of too many people even today. They spend all their time checking out what is not important – that is “who he is.”   None of these men, and of course, they are men, are asking about his message, and more important, who it was who sent him.

He was sent by God.

He makes it clear. 1:23’ He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" as the prophet Isaiah said.’

This is a message of what is to come. Isaiah told of one who is to come and now John is telling that he has arrived and no one realizes that he is living among them.

Listen to his words: “Among you stands one whom you do not know,

1:27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal."

Notice, these men do not listen. So, what else is new?

But, neither did the people who were being baptized. 

John proclaims this one is already present among them, and no one is asking about that comment at all. How odd! 
Today is the third Sunday of Advent. Let me remind you again. Advent is another word for coming. 

But, John is now saying the waiting is over. He is among us!

Did anyone look for him except those disciples of John, when they came to Jesus, which comes later in the scriptures?

Conclusion:

Today, we are one of the generations of people waiting for Jesus to return.  As is often asked in our sermons, who are you in these texts today?  Are you the questioning detectives of the Pharisees?

Are you those who go into the wilderness to hear and maybe be renewed in your religious faith through baptism? Or are you a modern day John, the Baptist, feeling called of God to tell others the stories of faith including Jesus’ coming again?

But, there could be one more choice. Could you be the one that knows Jesus lives deep in your heart and lives with you and others all over our world, and it is time to point it out to others? 
Do you know His voice? “Love one another for love is of God.”
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