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Introduction: 
What if the church isn’t the means whereby you get what you want out of God, but rather the place where God gets what God what God wants out of you?

What if Christian discipleship isn’t the way God meets your needs but rather you are the way that God meets the world’s needs?
The gospel lesson of the day is Matthew’s version of Jesus sending out the 12 disciples. 
He talks about the needs of the people, not the needs or the qualifications or credentials of the disciples. He chooses not to do good alone, but shares it with his followers.

If ever, there was ordinary people, it was the disciples. We are just like them. We are different in many ways, but without insult, we are common protestant folks. 

We could say the same thing of those 12 disciples. They were a cross section of the people of Israel.

The marching orders of Jesus are clear. You only go to people in Israel. It is later that what we call the Great Commission is given where they are to go into all the world.

This is what they are to do: “Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.” 

Now, let’s take a moment to reflect on our present situation.
I was called into the ministry by God. Training is basic for so called professional ministers. The structure of the church has changed. The place for ministry presented itself and I could to some degree say yes or no. 

But, we sometimes overlook that God calls everyone. Again, there is no training necessary, but the task is the same as those early disciples. Do Good where ever you live, and work and play.

Today, this story in Matthew is about us. For reasons only known to Jesus, he has called you and me. Not all of us are or need to be professional clergy. You are appointed to be a missionary, a disciple, and a teacher by example, right where you are with those you meet each and every day. Look for where you can do good and do it.
As for those needs we all think we have and want God to take care of, they by in large take care of themselves when we are involved in doing good for others.

When Jesus calls it is not with the question “What can I do for you? Or tell me where it hurts.”  
You and I have been involved in following Christ long enough to know it is now we are to go and get to work, get involved and meet the needs of others. You may be introduced to the Savior of the world who touches you in some special way. But, lounging on easy street is but a moment of time with God: now we are part of the team to go and do good for others.
Someone has said, “A Christians is someone who has been found by Jesus, who realizes that their greatest need is no to have their wants met, their aches and pains soothed, but rather to join in Jesus’ mission into the world.”

The lesson today does not tell about when they return, but we already know that they are full of stories to tell of being good and the results of their care. Yet, there was not one single word about their own condition or needs! Go and do good for Jesus’sake!
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