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Exodus 3: 1-15
Psalm 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45c
Romans 12: 9-21
Matthew 16: 21- 28
Introduction: 
God called Moses where he was. This may seem trite, but God knew what he was doing.

Moses was a Jew and knew his ancestors Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Moses was raised and trained in the Egyptian power structure. Moses knew Israel, Egypt and Midian social structures.
Did I say, that God knew what he was doing?
No one in Israel had the qualifications, the history, the tradition, the education and the experience to free and lead the Israelites out of slavery into a new and promised land.

God’s call came through a burning bush that was not consumed by the fire.

Moses with all that background and experience finally experiences and begins his relationship with God.

What is your burning bush experience?
It is my belief that we all have some kind of experience that consumes us but does not stop burning within our hearts. That burning is God’s call to us to follow what God wants us to do  obey.

Too often, I fear, we are too close to the credentials God gives us and we do not see how we are qualified to be God’s person in the place where we exist. God uses our experiences, our education, our work and our relationships and wants us to put them to use for the good of the Kingdom of God. 
Those who still are employed may think you are too busy to serve God where you work?  Those who are students may think they are only preparing for graduation and then they will know what to do with their lives. Those who are retired, tired or even disabled may think they are already put on a shelf and good for nothing. Yet, even here God uses all you are to continue your service to God’s Kingdom.
What consumes you? I am willing to bet there is plenty of good left in each one of us to follow God’s dream for us. 
Perhaps it is the very struggles, problems and issues we face and want to solve and get on with our lives, that God can use us for good? 

Who of us have probably tried very hard to put out that consuming fire burning within us? We think it is a problem to be solved when God sees it as a mission where we are to minister.

Years ago there was a little book entitled “Your God is Too Small.”

Could it be that our God is too small? Could it be our understanding of God’s call  for us is too small, too narrow, too squeezed out by our selfishness, unwillingness, or indifference.

Or could it be that we have yet to realize our lack of faith, or unbelief or disbelief that God can actually use us where we are?


“Most psychotherapists and pastoral care advisors would agree that the most daunting aspect of counseling is getting persons to actually identify and name the source of their distresses. Uncovering the root causes of our emotional and psychological pain requires us to go places that we'd rather avoid and stay much longer than we usually intend. “

We, like Moses, squirm and moan, and whine, that we do not want to face what is before us.
Conclusion:

The Christian church in the United States is consumed with numbers, only the big church amount to anything successful.
But the scriptures and the life and teachings of Jesus are focused on something totally different. That something is Love. Love one another. Love even your enemies. 

Love what consumes you as your gift to God!
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