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Isaiah 35:1-10
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James 5: 7-10
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Introduction: 
Today is Joy Sunday for Advent.

How odd that we have this scripture today about First, John the Baptist being put in jail. No joy in that news. Then we find John doubting whether Jesus is the Messiah he was proclaiming? No joy here either, or is there?

Maybe we need to see that we are not alone in our doubts and fears. If John the Baptist can have doubts, I think we are entitled to a few of our own.

But, let’s not leave the text as there is more good news and we could add of great joy.

John did not see the signs he expected of the coming Messiah. But, neither did anyone else.

They all were looking for a new fearless leader like a Donald Trump. One who will rattle both the establishment and the Roman rules who were in control of their land.
What does Jesus say to tell John? 

"Go and tell John what you hear and see: 

11:5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 

11:6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me." 
Then he does not talk about himself, but talks about John.

11:9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 

11:10 This is the one about whom it is written, 'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' 
Jesus has the patience to not talk about who he is yet, but how great and special is this man, John the Baptist.

In our New Testament lesson today, we find the theme of patience.

The people, James is writing to, are going through a lot doubts and fears and apparently persecution. He is saying hang on the Lord is coming soon.

Now, James proved to be wrong. Jesus did not return as soon as was expected, and others in the New Testament believed the same thing. But, it does not mean the rest of their message was also false.

“You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts….”

In my reading this week, I found this question: “Have you ever considered what it maybe that Jesus wants for Christmas?”
One answer suggested comes from our Old Testament lesson this morning. 

“In the season of Advent, we are called to look forward to the arrival of a Messiah who will do nothing less than save the world.

At Christmas, the long-promised Messiah arrives and with him, a season of untold wonders unfolds. The miracles accompanying Christ’s birth are not pretty twinkling lights and stacks of glitzy gifts. The miracles of Christmas are the tough, demanding miracles of a wilderness given bloom, the blind given sight, the deaf given hearing, the lame given wholeness and the mute singing with joy.”

“Jesus doesn’t come to bring us “stuff”. Jesus comes to stuff us with healing and wholeness and abundant life.”

“What Jesus wants for Christmas is for us to realize that with the birth of the Christ child, the Lord has ransomed our exiled souls and redeems all the children of God’s creation.”

Conclusion:

Doubts are real, but with patience wait for this coming day of new birth and share with the world, that our God redeems all the children of God’s creation.
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