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Introduction: 
All my life I have heard the scriptures “Judge not that you be no judged.”

In today’s parable we find Jesus telling us to slow down, calm down, don’t judge. Let God be God.

Once again I find a surprise in the text, which I have overlooked for years. 


13:24 He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 

13:25 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 

13:26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 
Over and again I have talked about the weeds and who or what they are, and it is important.

But, what I have over looked is 
"The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; ….”
For now, the only way I can see this text is that the Kingdom of Heaven is the church on this earth. Are there people within the church, who are like weeds in this parable?  Yes, who are they?  We do not know. Our job is not to know. Our job is to be faithful and wait for the judgment only God can give.

Two hot button issues in the church these days are abortion and issues around gayness. We each choose on the best information we trust for now. 

Some of the so called weeds within the kingdom look just like the good stuff that goes on in the kingdom. Ours is to love, to serve, to show compassion, to pray for and encourage any and all who need our care. The assumption here is that even the so called professional clergy are to wait and wait and wait.

“The weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil;”

There is much evil which is apparently not done by people. The illnesses like Cancer, Alzheimer’s, strokes, MS, and on goes the list, God does not approve of these.

All of us have been touched by some health issue either our own or of those we love. But, as hard as it is, we are still called to wait. 

I personally do not believe this means we do not do our best to research and find cures and solutions to problems we face daily.

Yet, one day there will be a day of reckoning. There will be a day of harvest, yes, judgment, says Jesus. This is not meant in fear, but an encouragement to be righteous.

13:43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!
Conclusion:

Now, I do not see this text as one where we just twiddle our fingers and do nothing. Jesus is not saying stop enforcing the law, when you find something illegal going on in the church. He is not saying stop doing anything when you find something immoral going on in the church. 
Be as righteous as you know how to be. Use all the resources you have in being a good citizen and faithful church member. This does not mean you and I are doing everything perfectly, but we are attempting to do everything faithfully. God’s mercy and forgiveness still exists, whereever we do not get everything right in our own lives.

Yet, the text calls us to wait and see what the harvest will bring. It will be a great day of celebration. Thanks be to God!
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