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Isaiah 50: 4-9a
Psalm 31: 9- 16
Philippians 2: 5-11
 Mark 14& 15
Introduction:

My message today has two parts. First, I will share a brief comment about the Triumphal entry, which we call Palm Sunday.  I will then read about the Holy Week from the paraphrase called the Message. Secondly, I will again make a brief comment about how and why Jesus did break the Jewish law.

Chad Myers calls the “Triumphal entry” political street theater.

“As a stilt-walking, puppet-building street theater organizer and veteran of direct action campaigns against the World Trade Organization and the School of the Americas, among others, I have found this description to ring true for several reasons. The bulk of the passage refers not to the event itself but to the organization, preparation, and planning. The Movement described is complex; there is collaboration between the out-of-towners and the local resistance community. The political action is planned to coincide with a time when imperial power is blatant and feelings of resistance are high. The protest tools are low-tech and readily available, and demonstration design is inclusive and participatory—there is no “audience”. Large numbers serve as security and protection for those who are identified and targeted as leaders.
At Passover, the liberation of slaves is celebrated with a pilgrimage festival to an occupied Jerusalem. Security is high and the situation is volatile. In this fraught (means full of) atmosphere the kingdom movement stages a performance that lampoons the Roman imperial procession. The “king of peace” is not a warrior but a peasant healer who comes riding not a war chariot but a donkey, and the crowds fill the streets celebrating and alternative vision. Exciting, dangerous, Tran formative, participatory, nonviolent—this is street theater at it best. Hosanna!”

(Dykstra, Laurel, “Living the Word” Sojourners, March 2008,P.4)
We are seeing this with fresh new eyes with the youth and their 

marches and demonstrations  yesterday and in the future. They do not want or trust the current professionals.
Now read Mark 14 and 15 in your bible or The Message by Eugene Perterson.
At Jesus’ trial he is charged with breaking the Jewish law. It is seldom mentioned in our sermons. 

No prophet dares to say, “Your sins are forgiven.”

This is blasphemy against God, that is unless you are God, which the Jewish officials, of course, deny. Furthermore, at the beginning of his ministry, John the Baptist, asks “if the one who heals, raises up, and forgives, but does not judge can be the one who is to come?”
Jesus, himself, has the text of Isaiah in front of him as he announces, “To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God.” But, he intentionally does not read anything about vengeance. His work is healing and gospel. These deletions, which include vengeance, wrath, and punishment are also against the Jewish law.

So, by Jewish law, Jesus was put to death justly, but notice Jesus did come to carry out the law, where he saw justice! The Ten Commandments still are in place. Caring for others has never changed.
Hosanah still needs to be shouted to the house tops. Praise God from whom all blessings flow is still the theme of the day!
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