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Exodus 20: 1-17
Psalm 19
I Corinthians 1: 18-25
 John 2: 13-22
Introduction:
Ted Koppel, the famous journalist, spoke at Duke University for a commencement address. He listed a list of problems facing our nation. He asked the question, “What is the answer to all that ails us.”  Then he proceeded to go through all of the Ten Commandments. “These are called the Ten Commandments, not the Ten Suggestions.”
These commands are sometimes called the Decalogue. 
capitalized : Ten Commandments 
2 : a basic set of rules carrying binding authority 
For the Jews they are part of the “Torah.” This is sometimes called the “law.”

But, it would better be called “The Way.”

Remember Jesus saying he was the Way, the Truth, and the life?

When we talked about the Transfiguration of Jesus a few weeks ago, who was with him in that setting? It was Moses and Elijah. This was proof of Jesus’ credentials being approved by the law given by Moses and the approval given by the prophets  shown by Elijah.
Remember Elijah never died and was taken up in a firey chariot.
Jesus said he came to fulfill the law. His way is the way to fulfill the law.
Another thing we need to see about the Torah or Ten Commandments is another word for the grace of God. 

High schools have an event they call “Home Coming.” Walt Bruggemann, who is an outstanding Old Testament scholar, refers to the Torah as “homecoming.” He calls it like “putting your feet under the table at home, where the good and favorite food is found.”

We need to examine the chaos in our government today as an intentional desire to destroy and deny our history. This way is denying any need for a past history as all the past does not relate to the future, say people who think this way. In contrast, 

 the Ten Commandments are the skeleton of a society that seeks grace and dignity for all creation. The Commandments are meant to be practical, basic, everyday trustworthy guides for us.  They are a binding authority! Remember, they were originally given to a nation that was set free from slavery. 

The reality is that we have bought into slavery once again.

When the early sailors on whaling ships first landed in the South Pacific, they were introduced to the word “taboo”, which was understood as “forbidden.” What it really meant was holy.

Those sailors would flirt with the native girls and they would freeze up, become indignant, and say, “No, no, Taboo.”

The sailors would go exploring into some mountain or cave and again the natives would say “No, no, Taboo”. The primary  meaning of holy is “to belong to God for His exclusive use.”

Conclusion:
It seems to me, that we have it backwords. We think “Taboo” is a word to shun and avoid. Now, it seems, we treat the Ten Commandments as a Taboo thing to avoid. It is time, to clear up the confusion. The Ten Commandments are Holy!

Lent is not a time to look in the mirror to see if we can see something, we think not good about ourselves. Lent is a time to look at what God wants in God’s creation. It starts with the Ten Commandments. We are then free. Free to start over and leave those things that enslave us to follow who is truly “Taboo” and Holy- Jesus, the way, the truth and life!
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