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Easter 

Introduction:

Thirty some years ago I went to a class high school class reunion. As I came into the room where everyone was to gather, I saw a man off to the side of the room. After a couple of greetings with people I immediately recognized I went over and introduced myself.

He replied, Dave, I know you from the sound of your voice.

He then told me, he did not look first to see someone, he was listening to each voice as we came in, so he could know who we were. Our voice never changes.

In our scripture today, Mary was not paying attention. Through her grief, and tears, she did not understand until Jesus called her by name, “Mary”.

The angels ask her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”

She told them. It was her agenda, where is Jesus? She did not ask the angels, who they were or why they were there.

Next, Jesus asks here: “Woman, why are you weeping?”

We know from our own experience, that we see little if anything, when we are weeping. Besides, she was not listening.  So, why would Mary?

She missed what we know. Had she been listening, she would have known Jesus’ voice. But, when he calls her by name, her world changed. 

Steve Southered has this thought.
“I wonder. Was it because Jesus had changed so
much, or was it because Mary, like all of us,
didn't recognize him because she didn't expect to
see him alive after she had witnessed his death.
Speaking of that, how many witnesses were there at
his death? I suspect there were many, and the
religious leaders were probably well represented. 

It would indeed be a triumphal entry if Jesus
had done this after the resurrection. But Jesus
didn't do that to show up the religious leaders
who had a hand in crucifying him. He had another
reason to make himself known --it wasn't for
justification or revenge. And so the question is:
exactly what did he accomplish by making himself
known, especially to the first person being Mary,
not Peter.”

My comment is this:

It was enough!

She knew this was Jesus!

(This is an aside comment.  

I told you last week that Jesus never once preached or sought revenge.)

But going back to Mary.

We do not have her first hand experience with knowing the risen Christ. Every one of us has a different experience, when we first found Christ to be our Lord and our Savior.

Some people know the moment they were saved, and can tell you a story of that event. 

I personally cannot recall all the specifics, but over the past 70 years of being a Christian, I have had repeated moments of knowing Christ touched my life, renewed my faith, comforted my spirit, and empowered me in my feeble efforts to do or say the right thing, out of my love for God.

Today, is a day of remembering. Christ, The Lord, is risen on this special day. We are not the disciples or Mary, who had certainty in the seeing the visible risen Christ in person.

But, we have had our moments when we know we have been touched by Him and were forever changed in a good and wonderful way! 

How has Christ touched you – past  and present? That is a way of him speaking to each of us. Remember, he said and he promised that he will come again. 

Keep remembering how he is present in truth and Love.

Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, our risen Lord!
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