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Acts 4: 32-35
Psalm 133
I John 1: 1-2:2 
John 20 19-31
Introduction:
Scars without Vengeance is an amazing thought in this resurrection story. How is that done?  

There is so seeming way you and I could endure all that suffering Jesus went through and not have thoughts of vengeance. 

Jesus only relates to his faithful followers after the Resurrection. There is no anger, no revenge, no wrath full comments or hint of it either.

There is on Peace and Peace be with you. 

Where is the anger stage of grief and loss from the Disciples? Where is the revenge and Vengeance for what was done with their leader? 

For those who do not believe the resurrection of Jesus, how could those disciples not want an armed revolt against both the Jews and the Romans?

Thomas, who cannot believe the message from the other disciples, shows the ability to rant and rage, if any one would. Of course, we know Peter had instant and impulsive thoughts, feeling and actions,  and he, like Thomas, has no hint of revenge.

Jesus preached and lived Peace his entire ministry. 

20:30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 

20:31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Picture yourself following the death of your child at a school shooting. Or picture yourself following the death of  a loved one who died from a botched surgery, or hit and run driver. Is your anger gone, or rage diminished?
But, notice what is not said here in these scriptures. There is no anger, or rage or revenge.

Watch Jesus as he relates to these disciples. He goes on with the same methods and message as before his death. He preaches peace. He practices compassion, mercy, love and forgiveness.

1 John 1:1-2:2

1:1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life--

1:2 this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us--

1:3 we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

1:4 We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
I believe it was last year I had us sing “Joy to the World”.  These disciples knew the Lord had returned from the grave  - alive and well.  No need for anger and revenge. They were full of Joy!

We have all heard that Jesus is the Light of the World, and there is a hymn called “The Light of the World is Jesus.” Jesus is living proof of how and why we live a good life, a righteous life, an honest life, a loving and compassionate life. This is what makes him the Light of the World.
Agan in I John we read:

2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;

2:2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

This is what those early disciples said, and believed, and now they pass it on to us to believe  and to share. Christ died for the sins of the entire world

Yes, Joy to the world for this unbelievable good news!
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