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Introduction:

We sometimes assume too much. It is no secret that very few people read their bible on a regular basis. 

I have been using the common lectionary for over 30 years. These scriptures are on a three year cycle, which means since I have been with you, I have read and preached from this cycle almost 6 times. I have preached 2 old sermons in that length of time. There is almost always something new, that neither of us have thought about before.
Today is not going to be an exception.

I have repeated that Mark is like CNN headline news. It is short to the point and shows us we do not always understand what we think we do in reading the bible.

From the shore where Jesus called those first disciples, Jesus orders the men to take him across to the other side. This unremarkable comment seems dull boring and almost unnecessary.

But, to the disciples, Jesus, is blowing them out of the water.

Here is what we do not understand about this simple verse.

1. No Jew ever went to the other side, because non-Jews called Gerasenes lived there. Remember, good devout Jews had nothing to do with non Jews. Even the fishermen had never been to the other side. This verse lead these disciples and us into uncharted waters. This is the first time Jesus takes them to another country. This is very scary stuff for the disciples. 
2. Next they get into a storm. It was common that unexpected storms occurred on the dead sea, and some of the disciples were landlubbers with no experience on the water. But even the seasoned fishermen aboard, could see the boat being swamped. When they go to the back of the boat, they find Jesus very fast asleep. They wake him to inform him of the storm and the swamping of the boat.
3. He immediately says “Peace! Be Still!” which stuns the disciples. They had not seen this action of Jesus before. 
4. Notice, Jesus asks, what we would think is a very dumb question. “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?”
5. Now, the disciples have even more fear on more fear, as they see how Jesus even controls the storm.
6. The text says they were filled with great awe, but in Hebrew this is another way of saying how afraid they were.
7. Now, we need to see this from the disciple’s perspective. 
a. They have left the safety of their familiar homeland.
b. They are on a water that some had never been on before.
c. They experience a storm like they have never seen before.
d. Jesus calms the storm, which was new to their experience.
e. Now, this Jesus which they thought they knew and understood, has taken them to another foreign place and he acts like God. "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?"
Now, notice this, these disciples do not even know why they are there.

Furthermore, Jesus never comments or brags about his ability to calm the storm.

Conclusion:
Even with all this happening in one event of living with the Jesus, it was not until after the Resurrection, that the disciples started to put things together about who Jesus really was and why he was there.

So, here we are facing some storms of our own, facing our own fears, which are no less real, than what the disciples faced. We are facing the unknown as well.

This story helps us with our own teachable moments of the fear and crises, that we face. With or without faith our world does not have the crisis removed. What will we do about it as our gift to God? Can we do our part as Peace makers, both for ourselves and for those, who are much less fortunate than we are?
We have the Good News! Jesus is still in the boat even with us.
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