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Introduction:

I stole all my illustrations from Will Willimon this week, but they all relate to our II Corinthian scriptures.

Will Willimon talks about Thomas  Kuhn’s classic book “The Structure of Scientific Revolutions.

“He makes the case quite well that science is dependent upon some prior vision in order to make progress. It isn’t a matter of a scientist simply walking into a lab, doing research, and making a surprising discovery. It is also a matter of being able to see the things in front of our eyes, of possessing and expectation of what we might see, before we can see. Vision is limited by our imagination.”
He also wonders if this is not what Einstein meant when he said, 

“We see what our theories permit us to see.”

He goes on to remind us that “too often we think of imagination as a failure to come to terms with reality, flights of fancy, wishful thinking, and nothing more. But the dictionary defines imagination ‘as the ability to represent reality more fully and truthfully that in immediately appears to the senses.’

Maybe the imagination is not a hindrance to see what is real, but it  is a necessary condition to see what is real?

This seems to be what the Apostle Paul was talking about as he wrote this letter to the church at Corinth?

He takes what he knows from his new experience with Christ and applies it to everything.

“5:16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.

5:17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”
Jurgen Moltmann, the famous theologian, seems to get it right.

“We have attempted to view the resurrection from the viewpoint of history. Perhaps the time has come for us to view history from the viewpoint of the resurrection?”

This last illustration  is about Howard Thurman, who was Dean at Boston University.
He was the grandson of a slave. He tells about her slave owner thought it would do no harm for a preacher to tell them about Jesus on Sunday afternoons.

She reported that the “preacher hardly ever preached a sermon without going by Calvary.” The slave congregation could always relate well to a story of a man who was treated like dirt, abused, beaten down, and left for dead. Then he would shout, “But God raised him again! And he is seated at the right hand of God in heaven!
Then the preacher would take off his glasses, and look straight into the eyes of the congregation, and lean over the pulpit, and say to them in words undeniable, ‘But slaves, you are not any man’s property. You are children of God Almighty! Never forget it!

Conclusion:

Scientists look at prior visions.

Einstein says to look at our theories.

The New Testament rarely tells us what to do. Mostly, it tells us what to see. 

As the Apostle Paul tells us again, Do not look at things as a human point of view, but as God’s children.

We are all are children of God Almighty first, now and always.
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