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Introduction:

Last week we learned about Psalm 139. Here is part of what it said.

“Where can I go from your spirit?
    Or where can I flee from your presence?
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
9 If I take the wings of the morning
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10 even there your hand shall lead me,
    and your right hand shall hold me fast.
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
    and the light around me become night,”
12 even the darkness is not dark to you;….”
    the night is as bright as the day,
    for darkness is as light to you.”

So, again I remind you.
There is no place to hide, even if we wanted to do so.

This week, we go to Psalm 138. We do not know if there is any order to most of the Psalms, but we are certain of one thing, They are full of praise to God.
We may find ourselves afraid, when we know God is with us at every moment, but when things go bad and turn to worms, there is comfort in the presence of God.

As the Psalmist says,

 138:3 On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul.
Not every week do we have an alternate Psalm to chose. This week we could have used Psalm 130. Does that sound a bit familiar to you? It is often read after Psalm 23 at a funeral. It relates to Psalm 138, when the Psalmist speaks of his trials.
138:7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;
The Psalmist remembers God as creator of human kind.

 you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.
God not only creates, but his strongest hand and arm is seen to be his right hand.

Furthermore, God will fulfill his purpose for his world and especially for me.

138:8 The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.
Does this sound like a repetition? It is. That is the way of the Hebrew language to make a special emphasis.
Conclusion:

We know that to grow old is not for the faint of heart. In our aging, we find both big and small losses. Our loved ones and friends get sick and die. We find our own abilities nibble away at our daily lives, and we do not have the strength and stamina to do what we could do years before. We are no longer thinking of ourselves as middle aged, but know we are in the latter days of our lives.
Yet, even with diminished energy, our faith and trust in God endures.

We are not forgotten.

“Where can I go from your spirit?
    Or where can I flee from your presence?


138:7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me 
 your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. 
138:1 I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise;

Yes, our world is full of gods, that, the masses of people chase after. But, our God is God of all and over all. To this God we sing, and praise, and pray.  AMEN!
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