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II Samuel 11: 1-15 
Psalm 14 
Ephesians 3: 14- 21
John 6: 1-21 

Introduction:
Again we turn to Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus. Ephesus was one of the most wickedly corrupt cities of the time in which Paul lived. What made it so corrupt was its religions. It was full of religions, the largest was one full of temple prostitutes. 

Paul did not need to teach them about religion. He needed to teach them about the one God, who actually loved them, and always had.
Remember, he is in prison. He reminds them, he is in prison, because of God’s love for them, and God wanting Paul to be that messenger to non Jews.

He tells them his message is good news for them. Remember that the word gospel means good news.

So, the start of the 3rd chapter of Ephesians is his words for what I just said.

“This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles- for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you….”

He continues, “I pray therefore that you may not lose heart over my sufferings for you; they are your glory.”

This is the introduction of our text for today.

3:14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,
We need to better understand what Paul is saying here. He is not getting on his knees. He is flat out on his face, when he says “I bow my knees before the Father.”

He is praying for them in prison, and not stewing over his own situation. He wants them to know all there is to know about this Jesus called the Christ.

We read this so simply. But this means Paul is in prison for treason. All the leaders of Rome wanted to be called “saviors.” He is publicly saying this is false, and Jesus is the real savior.
We know this but forget it. Every dictator wants to be called a savior.

Conclusion

Today, nothing has changed.

Paul is still preaching to the Gentiles and non Jews of the world. We are those people.

Today, as we eat and have our leisure after worship, Let us never forget a man was in prison so we could be here on this day. But, it was worth it as God wanted and wants this gospel news to be good for others as well.
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