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Introduction:

One of my lectionary sources claims to start a 5 week session on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. I will not promise to do the same, but I will give it serious study.
1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, ….
All the action in these verses belongs to God, not to us.

Do you like grammer?

 God is the subject of all the verbs. 

God blessing, choosing, destining, adopting, bestowing and redeeming.

Walt Brueggemann, who you hear me quote many times, says, “Prosperity causes amnesia.”

The more prosperous we become, the more we forget the benefits of  faith. Benefits of God tend to make us forget, whose we are and all gifts great and small come from God’s good grace.

This behavior makes us forget.
Having no one to thank for our lives, there is no one to whom we must hold accountable our lives.

So, we have bad doxology, poor thankfulness, leads to bad living and poor ethics, says Will Willomon.

Ephesians is full of  a great outburst of praise. It starts with Blessed, and ends with “to the praise of his glory.”

Paul is noted for long sentences. This entire letter is like one long sentence.

You have heard me says words like “should”,  “ought,” and “must,
are half truths, where we are bombarded most every day, this text fills us with blessing after blessing from God in Christ Jesus. 
It calls us that we might live for the praise of God’s glory.

Ephesians reminds us that there is so much we have not done for ourselves, but God has done.

Notice,

God has blessed us. God has chosen us. God has destined us for adoption. God has bestowed on us. God has forgiven us. God has made known to us the mystery of his will.

God is the actor here.

We do not gather each week to get somewhere with God. Christ has already arrived. We are here to praise God, and to be reminded that God is blessing us every moment of this day and the rest of the week.

This is a reminder Sunday.

We love God, because God first loved us!

From this point on our lives are a gift of thanksgiving to God for God being God.

Conclusion:

Will Willomon tells of going around a hairpin corner in the West Virginia mountains. On a cliff across from the road a sign had been painted: Get Right with God.

His response was, “No.” The sign had it wrong. Christians  do pray, serve, obey, and sing, not because we are desperate to clean up our act and get somewhere with God. We do these things because, in Jesus Christ, we have been made right with God, not by our own efforts, but rather through the gift of God in Christ.
IN JESUS CHRIST, YOU ARE RIGHT WITH GOD the sign ought to say. Now, go act like it!”
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