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Introduction:

Jesus asks, “Who do you say I am?

What if we reverse this question? Who do you think and say who is Jesus?

Let us assume we are in a seminar, where this question is asked. Shall we start in the front of the church, ask the question, make each one answer it to the best of our ability and then the who church votes on it?

Or we start in the middle of the congregation and ask the same question. Or should we start in the back of the church? Now, that we are all scared witless, is that not the point of Jesus’ question?
What is scared? 

Websters Dictionary says “ thrown into or being in a state of fear, fright, or panic.”

1.  am really scared about speaking in front of the class.

2. He was scared that his mother wouldn't let him go to the movies with his friends.

3. She's scared to walk alone at night.

We all know what fear is. We do not want to speak in front of a group like even this congregation.

But, what if we ask “What is Jesus like?”  Doesn’t that make the question a little easier?

Easier to answer, but not necessarily easier to accept.

Steve Souther is a frequent contributer to Desperate Preachers.com

Here is what he offers this week.

	
September 12, 2018
	Friends, 
Here is a quote from Fred Buechner: 
"those who believe in God can never be sure
of him again...if God was present in (the poor
stable) the birth of a poor peasant, then there is
no place or time so lowly and earthbound but that
holiness can be present there too. And this means
that we are never safe, that there is no place
where we can hide from God...God come to us in the
hungry man we do not have to feed, comes to us in
the lonely man we do not have to comfort, comes
to us in all desperate human need of people
everywhere that we are always free to turn our
backs upon. It means that God puts himself at our
mercy not only in the sense of the suffering that
we can cause him by our blindness and coldness
and cruelty, but the suffering that we can cause
him simply by suffering ourselves. Because that is
the way love works."


	

	The above came from "The Hungering Dark"
p.14


Do I have to tell you this can be troubling? If I understand this correctly, Jesus is always where we find ourselves in an uncomfortable relationship, that puts Jesus/God at our mercy.

This makes us squirm. God wants us to love one another. It is not always fun. It is however where we find God – daily.

Buechner has it correct. 
“This is the way love works.”

Who do you say I am? 

I am in everyone everywhere in the world.

Rick from Canada has this to say,

We need to un-learn our expectations of what these words are, and listen to Jesus lead us into the actual.

And (final thought, at least for now!) is that our
expectations of the word "World"
needs to be un-learned as well. We need to have
Jesus teach us (again) what the world actually is, how much the world is actually loved, and how our ministry is to serve the world as it is, not as we want it to be.

Maybe that's what that final verse is actually
about. Not that we "deny" Jesus by not
believing in him, but that we are ignoring the
presence of Jesus in our actual world, our actual
communities, the actual people around us.”

Conclusion:

Maybe we need to see another kind of fear, that we have never seen before? Who is Jesus? He is in the spirit of everyone in the world, and we need to relate to that spirit, whether the other person knows it or not?
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