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Ruth 1: 1-18
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Hebrews 9: 11-14

Mark 12: 28- 34

Introduction:

The Scribes in Jesus’ day were technicians. What he wanted here was the facts. He got it, too.
12:29 Jesus answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one;….”

But, knowing the faith and practicing the faith are two different things. What Jesus does next is talking about practicing the faith.

12:30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.'

12:31 The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these."
What Jesus has done here is combined two commands into one. 

You cannot love God without loving your neighbor. Love is an  

action word. How do you express your love of anything without 

some kind of action?
In the story of Ruth, we find that she carries out these two commands or actions, without knowing Jesus would ever say her words. It is not a quote, but means the same thing anyway.
 “Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God.”

Ruth’s story is 3,000 years old. But, there is more to the story than meets the eye. Why is it tied with this story of Jesus and the commandments?
This is the only time we read Ruth in this entire year.

Listen carefully to the rest of this story.

Ruth goes with Naomi. Ruth is a Moabite, which means she is a foreigner, which means she is a reject from a reject country in the eyes of the Jews.

Now, this is a tangent, but I think you will find it interesting triva.
Last week Bill and Judy Vandameer were here to visit June Bartilson, who is Judy’s mother. 

These people love to hike and camp in the wilderness. Where do they go, but to the west of Colorado into a wilderness area? 

When the Mormans went west, they went over the Rocky Mountains. They discovered a desolate area, which reminded them of  the story of Ruth and Moab. They named their town Moab. 

Bill and Judy go west of Moab to do their hiking.

When you go there for the first time, you wonder, why would anyone want to live in this isolated area? 

But, there are two national parks near Moab, Utah and hiking is awesome.

Now, back to the story.

Naomi and Ruth return to Naomi’s home town of Bethlehem. 

You do recall the village of Bethlehem?

Once there, Ruth meets and tricks a man by the name of Boaz into marrying her. They have a child, whose name is Obed.
Now, notice what happens in the future from here.

Obed becomes the father of Jesse. Have you ever heard of that name before?

Jesse becomes the father of David, who becomes King of Israel. You may have heard of him?

David was eventually the father of Joseph, the carpenter.

Joseph became the father of another baby born in Bethlehem named Jesus.

Now, you might not be interested in genealogy, but Jewish folks certainly are. I do not know this for a fact, but I suspect that once it was found out about Jesus’ lineage, it was easier to reject him as Savior. He was not a pure Jew. He had some Moabite blood in him.

Of course, he might not of have known this either?

But, if he did not know this, we find His proclamation of God being one and love your neighbor as in separable. Thus neighbor and community mean the same things in Jesus’ eyes.

Conclusion:

Or to put it more simply, to love God, you must love God’s creation and all that is in it including human kind.

Loving is a unifying theme in Jesus’ life and teaching. It is the story of Ruth and Naomi.

What action of love are you expressing to God, and to those around you, where you live and work and play?
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