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Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 
Psalm 24 
Revelation 21:1-6a 
John 11:32-44
Introduction:
Today is the day we talk with the dead.

Whether we start with the Gospel lesson of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, or we read from Revelation, it is the same.

Today it seems unusual that we are talking with and about the dead. What is astonishing is how we over look every Sunday as a time of talking with the dead. Each week we go back to the scriptures and visit with our religious relatives, but we never say it that way, yet it is true.
What makes this day so special for all of us is the remembering of those in our immediate past. Those we have known, and touched and they have touched us in body, mind and spirit.

It is fascinating to me, how often some reference is made on facebook, about someone we miss, long for, and would like a chat.

Almost without exception, those who talk about these loved ones, who I know, are not active in attending church.

It is time to call attention to all of us,  that the very best place to go when you are reflecting on the past, is to go to church, where you can chat with them.

These saints who have gone before us got all their wisdom and love from checking in with those who went before them. This goes clear back to the beginning of our faith family. They taught by word and deed and spirit and story. What we hear each week is a story of the past and the present on life issues, which are as relevant then as they are now.

We all are slow learners on some issues about how to be a follower of Christ. We see in today’s story of Lazarus, that these women are just like our facebook friends, who want their loved one’s back. They have all kinds of unfinished business to talk with them about. They now see in the absence of the other, that they overlooked so

 much in their education, the questions they never asked, moments of  togetherness, which now are treasured memories. They and we now long for their return.
Jesus wept over the pain of these dear friends, who did not get it.

“But, Jesus, he has been dead for four days. The body will stink. “
11:40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?"
Of course, everyone is stunned to see Lazarus come out. This is more scary than any spook house in this day and age.

People believed in literal ghosts in those days. To unbind a ghost, was terrifying. What will he do? How can he be controlled once he is set free?
 Jesus said to them, "Unbind him and let him go."
Now, if we return to our own situation, we need to recall the Revelation text. The author says,
 "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;

21:4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away."

21:5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." 
God is with us. Yes, even now. Yes, when it seems like chaos reigns. 

We know this because of the next words of the text.

"It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.”

Conclusion:

We have world leaders, who are as scary as Lazarus coming out of his tomb. 
No world leader is really in control of anything. God is!

God has been building his kingdom where he will and how he wills.

Facebook is an interesting and fun place to see what is going on around you. But, if you want answers to deep serious life issues, you go back to your ancestors, to the Saints, and those who wrote and lived out the scriptures. God is the beginning, and God is in control to the end!
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