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Introduction:

I noticed something I had not seen before.

In our Luke scripture we see: Ceasar was in Rome, Herod was in his palace, Caiaphas  was in the temple and the word of God shows up in the wilderness.

With the season of Advent and the coming of Christmas could we have the same problem?

The president is in the white house, the governors are in their offices, the ministers are in their churches, but the Spirit of the Lord appears in the hearts and minds of those with compassion for the poor, the needy and the left out.
The voice of one crying out in the wilderness gives comfort to the weary, hope and justice to those who are fleeing tyranny and corruption.

Malachi says: 3:1” See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,…”
Then he continues: 3:2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap;

3:3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi 

Now is the time of year, that you try to stay out of the way of your mother, or spouse.  They are on a cleaning frenzy. Everything gets dusted or scrubbed. Decorating for Christmas is weeks in preparation, which is more than the lights, the greens and the trees.

Plotting, planning, cooking and baking.

Only the best and shiniest comes out. 

Have you ever been cleaned with lava soap? That is similar to the fuller’s soap listed in scripture. Everything is getting an overhaul. 
When God comes again, everything is spotless and redone if it was not right the first time. That is what the refiner’s fire is about.

Then in our Luke text for today, we find what really is important.

1:76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

1:77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.
How amazing it is. We go through all this trouble of the big Holy days of the season, and forget what the real point of the season is:

We are to “give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of sins.”
Conclusion: 
Now, one can say, there is nothing new in our world, and as we look around, it is sad to see so much that is wrong with the world.

Today, it is time to confess; just maybe we have missed the mark, too?
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