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Introduction:

Comment

I am no Greek scholar, so when I find what a text means in Greek, I think it brings some freshness to our thoughts this morning.
Reading the Philippians text this way sounds different.
 Rejoice (be glad). 

During this Advent season, our gift of joy and gladness is a time to share it with others, and there are plenty of others out there, who need to be lifted from their heavy hearts.

 Be gentle (actually the Greek means to be "pliable" like the clay in a potter's hand).
I wonder if we could not also say “be flexible?” As most of us are older or what some say elderly, a major problem for us is flexibility in our bodies. So, too, we need this in our thoughts and minds. Isn’t this what gentleness means here? “Let your gentleness be known to everyone? 
Yes, the Lord is near, and can be seen and felt in our behavior. What better time to show Christlikeness or gentleness in our behavior.
 Do not worry (Again, in the Greek, "do not be distracted". Doesn't that speak to us in Advent!). 
If you are like me, worry can be a large barrier getting anything done. What a worse time for worry is when we are in the middle of Advent and Christmas preparations. I like this word distracted. Somehow, I can manage this word over Worry. With all we have to do in these days, making a list and checking it twice seems much easier. The text does not put an if, and or but to the word worry either. It says it –simply. 
Do not worry about anything. And then very wisely the Apostle Paul, who is writing all this says, fill worry with prayer. No, he says “in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving” make your Christmas list be known to God. 

 Christmas was not in the Greek, but you get the point.

.Paul is saying there is a special way to pray. What a perfect time to examine our praying than now in Advent. 
Supplication means “to ask humbly and earnestly of” God.
Pray (The type mentioned in the Greek means "to be poured out") and give thanks. This is the way to peace. 
I like the phrase “Poured out” it is like “letting it all hang out.”

Once it is out, it cannot be stuffed back in. 

So, look at what Paul has told us this morning.

We are to rejoice, and be full of joy. We are to be gentle so everyone can see it and know it. We are to remind ourselves and others that Lord is near.

We are not to worry, but pray.

All of this is to be poured out and with what results?

4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Yes, it is clear. 

The peace of God will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Those people facing that first Advent did not know, what we know from the Apostle Paul.
Thanks Be to God for this gift this Advent!
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