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Introduction:

This past week there was a program on TV called something like “the lost years of Jesus.”  There is nothing recorded between this scripture of Jesus at the temple and his coming to John the Baptist to be baptized. I did not think it was especially good, and had more questions at the end, than when it began, which in this case could have been its strength.

I got to thinking about the thoughts of Mary in what is called the “Magnificat” and the space between her message until Jesus is twelve years of age.
Mary would have been his primary teacher. She knows the Jewish culture from the underside of Israel. She did not live in Jerusalem. She did not have the culture, sophistication, the money, education and power of the elite of the day. 

Listen to her message to Elizebath:

1:46b "My soul magnifies the Lord,

1:47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

1:48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
She is blessed without making poverty and social status a virtue.

This is an aside, but it would be a good thing to see those with less than we have as Mary and treat them as such.
Here is what God has taught her.

1:49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.

1:50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.

1:51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

1:52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;

1:53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
There is no social, political or economic status in God’s view. The high mucky mucks in downtown Jerusalem, do not have the ability to think, let alone act as Mary knows and lives in those days.

So, now let us switch to Jesus in the temple with the so called wise religious leaders. Jesus has had this ingrained in his heart and head from day one with Mary. He blows the religious leaders away with this perspective of no status in their thinking about social, political, economic and religious thoughts, which they take for granted.
It is true, he is light years ahead of them, and it is unfortunate that their embarrassment and shame is not referred to in Jesus’ questions and comments.

Mary’s closing comments are founded on the faith beginning with Abraham, which makes her other comments cemented in authority and orthodoxy of the Jewish faith.

Listen, as she ends her message:

1:54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,

1:55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 

Jesus has been taught well. He has not be indoctrinated or corrupted by the so called Jewish scholars of Jerusalem. Their view is a very narrow closed system of rules and regulations, full of prejudice that God only loved the Jews.

Mary’s message is a life style of caring for all creation. Jesus owns it, and questions the ridged dead end system of the day. 
Conclusion:

As a Christian congregation, Mary’s message is a great New Year’s resolution for us, but should be read at the beginning of every month all year. Jesus, lived it, taught it, and died for it, that we might never forget it.
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