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Introduction: 
In my reading this week I found a person who said that their church, where they grew up, cut the wedding feast story out of the bible, because they did not “…know what to do with this Jesus who provided wine.”
Running out of wine at a wedding feast was a huge crisis and great embarrassment. Mary says to Jesus, do something. 

Jesus’ response could seem like a tangent. But we all know Bread and Wine are the center of our faith. What better way to introduce his ministry, than using one the symbols of  his ministry?
What Jesus does reminds us later, that Christ the bridegroom and the church the bride, is a theme in the New Testament.

I think we have some perspective, if we also go back to Advent and recall that one candle is called the Joy candle. So, we also sing Joy to the World. Does this mean we then put it in a box and wait until next year to have any joy?
I personally am delighted that this first miracle was not in a religious setting. There is no mention if the bridegroom is orthodox enough to deserve this even. Joy was the goal of the wedding event and Jesus’ joy came for the entire world, or did we forget?
Jesus was always doing something unusual and not officially orthodox: Healing lepers, touching a dead man to raise him to life again, feeding the five thousand (and I bet it was not all kosher food.) He healed non-Jews. He healed the man born blind.
Everywhere he went he brought joy. 

Oh, the religious leaders did not find joy, but the people heard him gladly.

“Let the little children come onto me”, he once said and children would not like him, if he was no fun to be around.

He was always being interrupted. Yet, he used those moments as a teaching or healing moment, that brought joy to someone.

My Yoga teacher gives us a theme for each month. This month has been the theme of Awe. I suggest that most awe is positive and uplifting, with the word Joy emplied in whatever we are impressed with in our experience. 

A moment ago I used the word “uplifting”. Whether we are experiencing Joy or giving Joy to someone else. I think it touches us both. 

Joy is contagious. Psychiatrist are always telling us to laugh and seek enjoyment, so we have good mental health.

Most of our worship service is implying Joy given to God or 

God’s Joy given to us.

And spending a few minutes with each other in a coffee hour is a joy that God is blessing as well.

Last but not least I quote a resident theologian, Peggy Freitag, who says, 
Peggy Freitag shared a post.
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[image: image1.jpg]| tried the Japanese method
of decluttering where you
hold every object that you
own and if it does not bring
you joy, you throw it away.
So far | have thrown out all
of the vegetables, my bra,
the electric bill, the scale, a
mirror, and my treadmill.
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