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Introduction: 
Reading about the Apostle Paul as I have been of late, I have a new a deeper appreciation for his wisdom, and his zeal to tell the story of Jesus, but especially that it is told correctly and understood correctly.

Picture his situation: He is a Christ follower, first and foremost. 2.
He is a Jew. 3. He is a Roman citizen on top of that. 4. He has some serious differences with the early Christians in Jerusalem. 5. The Jewish leaders do not like him. 6.Rome controls everything, and they do not like him. 
7. He has Judaizers, who are following him around giving false teachings about following Christ, and 8. Then he has problems in all these little churches he has started. This especially means Corinth.
And please note, he has not lost his zeal from all these issues and stressers facing him.

We know more about Corinth than any other city than Jerusalem in the New Testament. We have two letters in the scriptures that Paul wrote to the Christians there. We know there were more letters, but there is no record of their existence. In fact some of those other letters could be part of the two we now have.
The church at Corinth was having internal troubles. It was more than just one problem, but their biggest problem was that some of the believers did not believe in the resurrection of Jesus.

So, today’s scriptures hit the problem head on with Paul not holding back on their unbelief.

15:12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? 

15:13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 

15:14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 

Going back to NT Wright, who makes it abundantly clear that Paul’s main theme is always Christ died for All people and he rose again from the grave.
Our text of the day continues: 
15:15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ--whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 

15:16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 

15:17 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 

15:18 Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 

15:19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

15:20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
Notice, that I said there were other problems in the Corinthian church. For us this is chapter 15 of the letter. But it is chapter 13 where Paul writes about love. 

Even with all the problems, there is still a necessary need to love one another. That is hard to do, when there is such a deep seated problem of believing the basics of who Christ really is.

Conclusion:
So, whether past or present, we find the same heresay to still exist.

There are those who do not believe in the Resurrection. How this fits with this congregation today, I do not know. I do know, this is the good news offered to us this day. Amen!
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