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Acts 10: 34-43 
Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24
I Corinthians 15: 19-26

John 20:1- 18 


Introduction: 
What convinces you, that Christ is now yet alive?

Is it the stories we read in the scriptures? 

Today we read what Peter had to say and had experienced. He proclaimed how he was personally changed from believing only Israel was loved by God, and now he says, 

“I truly understand that God shows no partiality,

10:35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.”

This comes from a fisherman, who by the world’s standards was a nobody, a man who denied Jesus 3 times. A man who now courageously proclaims this guy called Jesus is Lord of all the world,”
He goes on to say, 

10:39” We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;

10:40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,

10:41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.”

The Apostle Paul, who wrote most of the New Testament, found he was struck down and blinded by Christ on his way to Damascus, where his goal was to capture, imprison and possibly kill people of the way, who were followers of Jesus. Now, he becomes the leading follower of the entire movement. At every turn he proclaimed, that Christ was crucified and rose from the dead.
Mary is the first one to meet Jesus after the resurrection. She was the first to say,

"I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her.”

These people and everyone, who has been touched by Christ’s spirit since, have proclaimed and witnessed to the fact, that Christ is risen indeed.

So, what is your experience? 

Have you or someone you know had a life after life experience, where they knew they were no longer in their earthly body and could see and hear, what was going on around them? Have you read or heard of others who have had similar experiences?

I have heard many such experiences and it reinforces my belief that there is a life beyond this current one we know here.

If Christ is alive, what is life like beyond the grave for him and for us?

But, what about those times when you and I have been lead to make wise choices, that in retrospect, we now know would have been a horrible mistake and for no one’s good- either our own or others. The Spirit does lead in ways we do not understand yet.
There are plenty of nay Sayers out there who proclaim themselves as “none’s”- people who have no church affiliation. They are authorities of reason and science in their proclamations.

So do I in my experience, believe in reason and science, but I also have a way of knowing called faith, that at its best compliments reason and science. This faith I have sees, and knows and understands from an experience beyond the understanding of reason and science. This man/God, who we call Jesus, has touched and changed my life, where there is no return to what was before. 

Sam Platts says,

The Church has experienced God. It
experiences the Risen Christ alive every day in
her public liturgies and private prayers. It is
a deep knowledge, deeper than words can express,
but it is a knowledge that gives hope to the world
that in the end, good will win over evil, and that
death is by no means the final word about our
condition. As impossible as it must be, never
the less, Christ is Risen!
Paul says, in I Corinthains 15:

15:19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

15:20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

15:21 For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being;

15:22 for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.
Conclusion: What is it that convinces you to take Christ and his life and teachings seriously? Can you seriously say, Christ the Lord is risen indeed?
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