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Introduction: 
Do you know what you are doing?

The stories in today’s scripture are all about people who do not know what they are doing?

There were some Galileans, who were killed by Pilate and he mingled their blood with the blood of sacrificed animals. This was a horrible thing to do and to have happen to you if you were one of them. The common belief of the day was these Galileans were horrible sinners to have something like this happen to them.

But Jesus says, 13:3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.
Or what about those 18 people, who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them? Do you believe they were worse sinners than others living in Jerusalem?

13:5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did."
The logic of the day always assumed if something bad happened to you, then you were being punished as an awful sinner.

There are still those today, who use this same kind of logic. We call it the blame game. If we can somehow label certain people and events as bad, it takes us off the hook.
Jesus’ point is there is a need for repentance, or you will be as bad off as they are.
He then tells the story of the fig tree. Three years and no fruit is found. The gardener asked for another chance to make the tree produce.  Anyone in our day would say three times and you are out.

Steve Souther  makes this comment about the text.


The world Jesus lived in was no less dangerous
than ours. Maybe it was even more hazardous. 

The gospel didn't avoid the reality people
faced in the world. Jesus also lived in that world
and experienced the absolute worse violence a
person can encounter. 
Dangers we face are both real and imagined.
I'm not sure which is worse. 

But we see in Jesus that nothing in life or in
death can prevent that fruit from growing and
becoming all it was intended to be!

This is the good news!
Conclusion:

As we look around our world, it seems that we all do not know what we are doing at times. At this Lenten Season, we may not know what we are doing as did these Israelites in this story. Repentance is always in order as we remember our ashes from Ash Wednesday.
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