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Introduction: 
Our opening thoughts today come from Dale, who is a person writing on “ desparatepreachers.com” this week. In reading this scriptures on Philippians he found three words that caught his eye:
forgetting, focusing, and finishing.

The apostle Paul had a long list of things he use to brag about, and if you were a normal Jew in his day, you, too, would have loved to be able to toot your horn for all you had accomplished.

But, that was all put aside and the “focus” was on now being Christ-like in every way possible.
It seems to me that we are in a slightly different situation in our congregation. 

Like Paul, we do not need to toot our own horn, and can set it aside. But, we are a congregation that has a rich heritage of loved one and friends we can now remember, and do miss. These are precious memories, and I will never fault you for keeping them close to your heart.

Paul’s second point in this letter to the church of Philippi is that of “focusing”.

For us, it is what are we currently doing and is there more we can do now with the gifts that God has given us? We are small in numbers, but this is no time for us to be ashamed of size.

We can see this in the gospel lesson as the text focus’ on three people, who are now known for over 2000 years of Christian history for what they did.
The third word is “finishing”.

3:14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus, says Paul.
We, too, have the same goal. “ the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”
We may wonder what lies a head and how to live in these troubling times, but we are not alone and we have good leadership in the Apostle Paul.

Listen to what he says, and offers to us to be like him.
3:12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.
3:13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
3:14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
Paul never knew Mary of the gospel story this morning, but she is the one person, who seems to know who Jesus really was. She offers her gift for his burial. And she is right.

Conclusion:

These two people had a goal. They were different goals with the same purpose – to Honor and Praise God.

That, too, is our goal for this day and for the rest of our lives- Honor and Praise God.
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