
Called Again!
Acts 9: 1-20

Psalm 30

Revelation 5: 11-14

John 21: 1-19

Introduction:

One person this week asked these questions: “How did you have your first encounter with Jesus Christ? When did you first become aware? Do you pray?

In our gospel lesson for today, we find the Disciples returning to fishing even though they had seen the risen Lord several times.

This story reminds us that we, too, have fallen away and not followed the Lord at times.

This story is a not so subtle guilt trip for Peter. Remember, he had denied Jesus three times. Now, Jesus asks Peter, three times: “Do you love me?”

The call always comes to the Disciples and to us from the living Christ. We might not be fishing, though today begins fishing season in Wisconsin, but we all have our tangents and disruptions, which take our hearts and minds away from the call of Christ.

N.T. Wright in his book entitled “Paul” a biography, says this about Paul’s so called conversion experience.
“Saul had been absolutely right in his devotion to the One God, but absolutely wrong in his understanding of who that One God was,  and how his purposes would be fulfilled. He had been absolutely right in his devotion to Israel and the Torah, but absolutely wrong in his view of Israel’s vocation and identity and in the meaning of the Torah itself. His lifelong loyalty was utterly right, but utterly misdirected. He had a zeal for God, but had not understood what the One God was up to.”
Notice, what did not change in Saul to the Apostle Paul.
“Not for one second did Saul cease to believe in the One God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”

 What changed was his seeing that Jesus was the point of the world, and “that is what the Temple itself had pointed.”

In those early years there is nothing said about “Christianity”. It was called the Way.

What we also need to see and be reminded is that Saul was called of God and so are we. We have always been called of God sometimes repeatedly.

For those of us who have been Christian for a long time, we may have forgotten this. God has called us all. As followers of Jesus Christ we are responding to what Christ wants of us to be, become and achieve now.
I have come under a vicious attack from two of my high school class mates for not supporting Trump and the religious right.

Like the Apostle Paul I am to stay focused on Jesus as the Son of God. There is no time or need to defend myself. It is Jesus who is the center of the universe.

Furthermore, we need to look farther into this text. After Ananias came, Paul was baptized. 

It is always good to remember our baptism, and be thankful.

What is critical here is our remembering, what baptism means. It is the death and burial of our old past life, which was misdirected. Then comes the resurrection of our new way of letting Jesus be the central goal of all that we wish to be, become and achieve to the glory of God for the rest of our lives.
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