
Being Ready!
Genesis 11: 1-9

Acts 2: 1-21
Psalm 104: 24- 34, 35b
Romans 8: 12-17
John 14: 8- 17, 25-27
Introduction:

What a strange scripture lesson we have for Pentecost Sunday. This Genesis story of building a city and a tower for self gratification, basically, and no earthly good please note.
From these people’s perspective this is big, impressive and important.

How ironic, that from God’s point of view, it was so small, God had to come down to view it.

In the Romans text for today, we find 4 short verses, that should shock us to the core, but we may at first overlook its importance?

When the Spirit comes from God, the Father, we already are children of God. Those early followers of Christ are full of the Spirit, and the spectators are stunned and amazed that God can touch them so personally. 
8:15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!"
This means “Daddy, Father”, which shows how intimate is the relationship with our God. We do not fear God, but know we are close intimate children officially adopted by God. 

Look around you and listen. When you hear others referring to God or talking about God, do you hear such intimacy? My hunch is we hear more fear of God than anything else.

When we know we are full of the Spirit of God, we have no fear, just love, joy, peace and compassion. 

Ready or not, we share that joy and peace with God in a way, that even Jesus can say,

14:12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.
Perhaps, we forget where this text comes from?

It is Jesus’ response to Philip, who wants to see God.

Or did you forget that was the question?

14:8 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied."
In other words, Jesus, show us what God looks like.
14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?

14:10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.

14:11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.

I wonder how many of us are still waiting for the Spirit to come to us? 
But, are we mistaken? The Spirit has come to us already, when we know that Jesus and God, the Father, are one and the same.

Are we like Philip, who is still asking, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”
We do not fear or need to fear God, as we know God’s love, grace and mercy. We know how to be followers of this God, and that means we have the Spirit with us and guiding us to be God-like for Jesus’ sake.

Jesus said, 

14:15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.

14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.

14:17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

Conclusion:
Imagine what your life would be, if you had never accepted the love of God? 

Jesus closed his sharing with the disciples with these words.

14:25 "I have said these things to you while I am still with you.

14:26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.

Remember, and be reminded that the Spirit is already with you.
Remember, also, what else he said,

14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
So, here is the situation. Ready or not, the Spirit is here. We are never totally ready to accept the problems and fears of the day, but God, the Father, God, the Son, and God, the Holy Spirit are here to guide us through the thick and thin of our daily lives, and surprise us all as we look back and see God working with and through us over the years, and we did not even know it to be true.
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